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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . In response to communications files on l-March-2007. Therefore, claims 1-20 are 
presently pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) (Eff. Filing date of application: 

1 1/14/2003) as being unpatentable over Fujiwara et al . (U.S. patent 5,515,531) (Eff. Filing date 
of application: 5/28/1993) in view of Levmeetal. (U.S. patent 4,914,569) (Eff. Filing date of 
application: 10/30/1987). 

As to claims 1 and 16, Fujiwara et al . teaches a method and an article comprising a 
machine-readable medium storing instructions operable to cause one or more machines to 
perform operations comprising: 

associating a record key with a database key in response to a record access, the record 
key comprising a key used to identify the record, and the database key comprising a key used to 
track the record (see figure 3; column 1, lines 30-31); 
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modifying the record key based on input received via the user interface (see column 7, 
lines 59-63); 

associating the modified record key with the database key (see column 7, lines 56-67); 

and 

providing access to the record through the user interface using the database key 
associated with the modified record key to identify the record in the database (see column 7, 
lines 59-67). 

Fujiwara et al . does not teach presenting a user interface to access records in a database. 

Levine et al. teaches a method for concurrent record access, insertion, deletion and 
alteration using an index tree (see abstract) where he teaches presenting a user interface to access 
records in a database (see abstract and column 1, lines 17-20). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Fujiwara et al . by the teaching of Levine et al ., because 
presenting a user interface to access records in a database, would enable the method because, 
The relational database program allows the user to search, access, and alter data contained in 
several different database tables using a specific element or field that is common to these 
database tables (see column 1, lines 17-20). 

As to claims 2 and 17, Fujiwara et al . as modified teaches wherein the database key is a 
unique value based on information independent of both content and organization of a record in a 
database (see Levine et al. column 4, lines 1-7). 
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As to claim 3, Fuiiwara et al . as modified teaches wherein the record includes the 
associated database key when stored in memory at runtime, the method further comprising 
removing the database key from the record before storing the record in the database (see 
Fuiiwara et al . column 9, lines 16-26). 

As to claims 4, 12, and 18, Fuiiwara et al . as modified teaches wherein the record access 
comprises generation of a record (see Levine et al. column 2, lines 34-37). 

As to claim 5, Fuiiwara et al . as modified teaches wherein providing access comprises 
saving the record corresponding to the modified record key to the database (see Fuiiwara et ah 
column 7, lines 59-63). 

As to claims 6 and 19, Fujiwara et al . as modified teaches wherein the record key 
comprises an object identifier portion and an object type portion, and modifying the record key 
comprises copying the record in the database (see Levine et al. abstract; column 2, lines 34-37; 
column 2, lines 51-55; column 3, lines 52-55; and column 4, lines 34-36). 

As to claims 7 and 20, Fuiiwara et al . as modified teaches the method further comprising: 
associating a second type of record key with the record in the database, the second type 

of record key comprising a key used to identify and made part of the record (see Levine et al. 

column 4, lines 34-36); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/713,875 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2164 

providing access to the record though the user interface using the second type of record 
key (see Levine et al. column 4, lines 29-41). 

As to claim 8, Fujiwara et al . teaches a database system comprising: 
a program that identifies a record by a database key (see column 7, lines 59-67 and 
abstract); and 

a database key association layer operable to generate the database key and associate the 
database key with a record key in response to a record access by the program, wherein the record 
key comprises a key usable to identify the record in the database (see figures 3-5). 

Fujiwara et al . does not teach a database stored on a storage device. 

Levine et al. teaches a method for concurrent record access, insertion, deletion and 
alteration using an index tree (see abstract) where he teaches a database stored on a storage 
device (see column 3, lines 17-18). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Fujiwara et al . by the teaching of Levine et al ., because 
presenting a user interface to access records in a database, would enable the method because, on 
figure 2, Levine teaches database table stored in a computer memory. 
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As to claim 9, Fujiwara et al . as modified teaches wherein the record includes the 
associated database key when stored in memory at runtime and the record excludes the database 
key when stored in the database (see Levine et al. column 4, lines 33-36). 

As to claim 10, Fujiwara et al . as modified teaches wherein the database key is based 
upon a value independent of both content and organization of a record in a database (see Levine 
et al. column 4, lines 1-7). 

As to claim 11, Fujiwara et al . as modified teaches wherein the database key association 
layer being operable to generate a second type of database key usable to identify the record in the 
database, wherein the second database key is based upon the record content and organization of 
the record in a database (see Levine et al. column 3, lines 62-67; column 4, lines 1-5; and column 
4, lines 34-36). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



5. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) (Eff. Filing date of application: 
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1 1/14/2003) as being anticipated by Levine et al . (U.S. patent 4,914,569) (Eff. Filing date of 
application: 10/30/1987). 

As to claim 13, Levine et al . teaches a system comprising: 
means for generating a first mapping usable to identify a record in a database by 
reference to a first type of database key, wherein the first type of database key has a 
corresponding record in the database and the first type of database key being a unique value 
based on information independent of both content and organization of a record in a database (see 
column 4, lines 1-7; column 6, lines 63-67; and column 7, line 1). 

As to claim 14, Levine et al . teaches the system further comprising: 
means for generating a second mapping usable to identify records in the database by 
reference to a second type of database key, where each second type of database key corresponds 
to a record in the database and the second type of database key is a unique value (see column 4, 
lines 1-7 and column 4, lines 34-36). 

As to claim 15, Levine et al . teaches wherein the record identified by the first mapping 
includes the first type of database key when stored in memory at runtime (see column 4, lines 33- 
36), the system further comprising: 

means for removing the first type of database key from the record identified by the first 
mapping before storing the record in the database (see column 4, lines 33-36). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Belix M. Ortiz whose telephone number is 571-272-4081 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on moday-friday 9am-5pm. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 
bmo 

March 16, 2007 ^ / | 




